LOYALTY

account for some of them to-day: I am making a feint
march, with the intention of surrounding a body of 6,000-
men, which seems to have become isolated from their main.

army.

What with dead, wounded, and prisoners, the enemy
has lost, to date, over 12,000 men. You can't imagine my
despair, not to say exasperation, at not having a single good
officer of engineers, upon whose eye for the ground I can
rely; nor one of those 5 or 6 artillery officers whom you
ordered to join me; and at finding myself without light guns
at the very moment when I am in open country.

[CoRRESP., i, 176. Cairo is the Italian village Cairo-Montenotte, north
of Savona.]
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THE DIRECTORY

TO THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTORY

HEADQUARTERS, TORTONA, May 6, 1796.

I WRITE on the return of the first messenger I sent you. I
beg you to express to the Legislative Body the gratitude of
the army for the complimentary decree which it has just
passed. It is the pleasantest reward that the army could
derive from its success. Speaking for myself, it is long since-
anything could increase the esteem and devotion that I
intend to show upon every occasion towards the Govern-
ment and the Constitution. I saw that Government set up
amidst a welter of deplorable passions, whose common issue
could only be the destruction of France and the French
Republic: indeed, I myself was enabled, in my zeal, and by
the turn of events, to be of some service to its early career..
My motto will always be to die, if need be, in its defence.

[CoRRESP., i, 338. Written shortly after the Sardinian surrender at
Cherasco.]